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A NATIONAL HYMN. APOLOGIA. 

God of our fathers. Whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the s ta r ry band 
Of shining worlds in splendour through the 

skies, 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne 

arise. 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past , 
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast ; 
Be Thou our Euler, Guardian, Guide and 

Stay, 
Thy word our law, Thy paths our chosen 

way. 
From war ' s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
Be thy strong arm our ever sure defence; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in 

peace. 

Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
head us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace 

divine, 
And glory, laud and praise be ever Thine. 

—D. C. Roberts. 
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WHAT THE SOCIETY S E E K S TO DO. 
on 

1. To make the Bush a sphere wht 
Christ is magnified in life and thoufr#£. 
This will be attempted by special BrotMef1 

hood and Mission agencies. 
2. To influence with strong, manly, 

Christian spirit and warm social fellowship 
the life in the Construction Camps, the 
Shearing Sheds, and the rural Industr ia l 
Settlements of our several States. 

4. To provide for the eirculatrefl^'in 
country areas of healthy literature 'Wr>fl#-
fence and propagation of the Chrls'tl&ii 
Faith. 

3. To call and prepare men and Wwrrit* 
for work in specialised Bush Minis Vy. 

Of recent days our Society has come in 
for considerable publicity. We have not 
sought i t even though we have not disre-
garded i t . Sometimes the publici ty has 
been of a critical character. Of this we 
have not been afraid. We humbly claim 
tha t the B.C.A. Society has justified i ts 
existence in terms of real work, real con-
struct ive churchmanship, and in real 
abi l i ty to meet some of the needs in the 
Austral ian Church. Therefore journalistic 
comment and correspondence about our 
doings have never disturbed us or kept us 
awake o ' n ights . We even fondly imagine 
tha t we derived considerable advertise-
ment from the notice given to the Society. 
"What has concerned us is the pa ten t fact 
tha t some of our critics, gentle and other-
wise, have not taken trouble enough to 
r ight ly inform themselves of the na ture 
and character of the organization which 
they sought to criticize. This concern is 
not so much for ourselves, but ra ther for 
the critics. Yet i t may be of interest to 
our readers generally if we take space to 
make clear one or two of the points on 
which there have been much wri t ing and 
more confusion. Our s ta tements will be of 
a positive character. 

(1) The Bush Church Aid Society is an 
Austral ian Society, composed of Austral ian 
churchmen and churchwomen. 

(2) The Society is an autonomous body, 
with power to appoint all i ts own officers 
and to spend i ts own funds. I t gladly ac-
knowledges i ts connection with the 
Colonial Continental Church Society, which 
i t even designates as the Pa ren t Society. 
We t rus t t ha t this little indication of filial 
regard will not give rise to any apoplectic 
outburst from some critic. To avert such 
we hasten to add tha t our connection with 
tha t well-known and honoured English 
Society merely involves us in act ing for 
i t in respect of some of i ts own work in 
soma of .th&l&gtiiitry dioceses in various 
par t , M 'Msfffima, which work i t has 
been ffif&WgtWf.or the past 50 years. I t 
is a lit to eo'iMesy in which i t pleases us 

imMPMMh collected by the B.C.A. 
SocietV a r V s ^ n t wholly in Austral ia for 
workrViich. it undertakes on i ts own re-
sponsibility ann w M o u t reference to any 
otnfe*' 

' ( W A l f wOTk"ckfried out by the Society 
a|f$f|tf fran$$ given in any diocese have 
iMW kpp-t\)Xi^u^ the Bishop concerned. 
Since i t is a Society of loyal churchmen it 

- almost u#fille3auoto add tha t all men 
: orbing unrft»pit«^Jtegis carry the licence 

8f%h'sjBishc4e 
s'ff? 0 The BJBAw Society stands to stir up 
iW4fe*fe in t i g A v ©tralian Church on be-
ha f of work in tMhremoter areas of Aus-

tral ia . I t believes t ha t work in such areas 
can be best done by Austral ians, though 
i t cheerfully welcomes Englishmen. If in 
the past the la t te r have been keener in the 
minis t ry in the ' ' ou t -back ' ' it is chiefly 
because to them the appeal to engage 
therein has been consistently and fre-
quently made. A wide-spread organized 
appeal to young Austral ians has not been 
made. The Society 's slogan is " G i v e 
Austral ians a chance. ' ' ' 

(6) The Society has no official connec-
t ion with any diocese. I t is not even a 
provincial organization. I t is continental . 
I t is willing to work anywhere, provided, 
of course, tha t i t has men and means suf-
ficient at the time to t ake up such work. 

Fo r the present, the foregoing will suf-
fice as our '' Apologia. ' ' We may add to 
i t a t some later da te ; but just now we are 
busy people. Critics and criticism we shall 
always be willing to face ; but ill-inten-
tioned folk who direct the i r feeble shafts 
a t us from the hiding-place afforded by 
the use of a nom-de-plume only excite 
scorn, even if we have to spare a few mo-
ments to confute them and their polit ics. 

T H E N E E D OF TO-DAY. 

Young Men and Women willing to Serve 
for a Period in the Special Work 

of our Society. 
The B.C.A.S. is prepared to t ra in , 

place, support suitable volunteers. 
Young men are wanted for a heroic Bush 

Ministry. 
Young Women for Bush Deaconesses and 

Bush Nurses. 
There is also urgent need of capable 

laymen, for whom a fine field of service is 
open. 

Write or call at once— 
ORGANIZING SECRETARY, 

Diocesan Church House, 
George-street, Sydney. 

PERSONALIA. 

The visit of the Organizing Secretary to 
Bendigo (Vic.) and Adelaide (S.A.) was 
most fruitful. At the former city the 
Society was represented in the great Mis-
sionarv Exhibi t ion in which the C.M.S., 
the A^B.M., and the Bible Society also 
joined. Many warm friends of the B.C.A. 
are to be found in Bendigo. Special 
thanks are due to the Very Reverend Dean 
Percival and Archdeacon Haynes for pul-
pit opportunity given to the Secretary on 
the Sunday prior to the opening of the 
Exhibit ion. 



The week at Adelaide proved to be a 
busy one. At the Synod session many 
clergy were met and to them the work of 
the B.C.A. was introduced. Some friends 
arranged a breakfas t at the C.M.S. Rooms 
and there the Secretary was able to speak 
a t length on the activit ies of .the Society. 
I n this city an auxil iary has been formed 
to mainta in the cause. The Rev. W. H. 
I rwin , M.A., of the staff of St. P e t e r ' s 
College, has kindly consented to act as 
Hon. Secretary. 

His Excellency the Governor of S. Aus-
t ra l ia , Sir Archibald Weigall, wi th Lady 
Weigall , showed keenest in terest in our 
doings. The Organizing Secretary was in-
vi ted to Government House so t ha t more 
might be heard concerning the enterprise 
of the Society in the remoter areas. 

Rev. and Mrs. F . Webb, of Holy Trini ty , 
will be remembered for their k ind hospi-
ta l i ty . 

The Secretary expects to be absent from 
Sydney during the greater pa r t of Decem-
ber. All communications may be ad-
dressed as usual to the office, Church 
House, George-street, Sydney. 

Mr. A. E. Simons, of Abbotsford, Vic-
toria, has been accepted by the Society as 
a probat ionary candidate for service under 
the Society. Mr. Simons has entered St. 
Columb's Hall , Wanga ra t t a , for t rain-
ing. For him we ask the prayers - of our 
friends and supporters. 

CHRISTMAS TREES. 

Tradit ionally, Xmas Trees have been as-
sociated with snow-spread landscape, crisp 
and frosty air, sparkling l ights, laden 
branches of spruce and fir. I n the " R e a l 
A u s t r a l i a " all these famil iar accompani-
ments are absent. The landscape is there, 
bu t of wide spreading, sun-dried plains. 
The air is there, but i t " s i z z l e s " with 
heat . The lights should be there, but those 
wax candles have melted into distorted 
shapes. The trees are there , bu t they are 
of mulga or gum or mallee, according to 
locality. Yet we shall have our Christmas 
Trees, heat , plains, twisted candles not-
wi ths tanding. And we* shall be proud to 
dress up some real Austral ian tree. I t s 
branches will hang heavily with dolls and 
books and pistols and knives and rat t les 
and sweets and t in drums and noisy trum-
pets and golliwogs and all those other 
wonderful things tha t make a chi ld 's hear t 
happy. And we shall have real Austral ian 
children dancing round tha t real Austra-
l ian t ree, even though i t is a real Austra-
lian summer; and who is there tha t can 
deny t ha t no be t ter and happier Xmas 
Tree could be found the wide world over. 

There shall be three or four of those trees 
set up in the strangest of places where 
there are children whose Xmas otherwise 
would be of lustre-less character. The 
Bush Church Aid Society has pledged it-
self to see tha t to them the season shall 
be a happy and a holy one. Away in 
White Cliffs, far on the other side of the 
River Darling, quite a big one will be 
needed. Besides the children in the l i t t le 
township we shall have children down 
from the distant selections. The Rev. F . W. 
Harvey and Sister Rushton are making 
preparat ions now, and to them the Society 
will send the necessary supplies. In the 
country between Cobar .and the Darl ing, 
where Rev. Reg. Hawkins is doing his fine 
work, more of these wonderful trees will 
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and the readers of this paper will not be 
able to visit these far-distant places, but 
they can help us stock and dress* these 
trees. Already in many parishes friends 
have given donations or have sent in 
boxes of suitable gifts. Sunday Schools, 
Gi r l s ' Fr iendly Societies, Missionary 
Guilds have also come forward with ready 
help. More are wanted. Toys, sweets, 
books of all descriptions are desired. 
Money will be required to pay for freight 
and cartage to these lonely places. All 
our friends can help. If you are too busy 
to buy a gift send us stamps or postal note 
and we will buy i t for you. Our lists will 
be open for another two or three weeks. 
After t ha t we must pack and despatch 
what we have. Remember our address, 
and as you love Christmas and the Christ 
of Christmas Day and the children whom 
He loves, join in this happy work. 
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POSTS AND RAILS. 

forwarded to our office. I t is surprising ic 
to some helpers to find how readily their hi 
friends give to a real Austral ian work. We k 
shall be glad to post one of the books to c 
any applicant who is willing to make use 
of i t . 

The League of Honour at St. John's, 
Pa r r ama t t a , again this year is remember-
ing our Society. A Sale of Work has 
been arranged for December 8th, 9th, and 
10th. The workers are keen on surpassing 
all past efforts and hope to receive the sum 
of £200. This will be divided among three e 
organizations of our Church: The C.M.S., a 
the Mission Zone Fund of Sydney, and x 
the B.C.A. Society. We ask our readers o 
to help this effort by their gifts and at-^-
tendanee. >< 

We desire to remind all our friends t h a t ! 
our annual subscription to the Society en-'< 
t i t les the subscriber to the quarter ly issue ̂  
of our journal, " T h e Real Australian,"'<< 
for a year. Twelve shillings is the mini-'( 
mum subscription, and membership dates J 
from the time of payment. l 

We must express our thanks to Mr. and 
Mrs. Pocklington, of ' ' Ben tham, ' ' Hun-1 
t e r ' s Hill, for the fine service rendered to 
the Society by the arranging an " A t 3 
H o m e , " at which the Organizing Secre-
t a r y was able to meet an interested audi-
ence of ladies of t h a t parish. The story 
of our work in i ts remote areas was f ol-1 
lowed with earnest interest , and the out-1 
come was of a most pract ical character. I 
Miss Pocklington and Miss Ghest, of Chis-
wiek, must also be remembered for their 
assistance. 

In our office in Sydney we wmxldHbe-glfttr 
to have the occasional help of some of our 
friends. There are many li t t le services and 
ministries which could be rendered by those 
who have an hour or two to spare once 
a month. The work would be of a light 
character, and incidental to the many ac-
t ivi t ies in which the Society is engaged. 
Such help would be as good as a substan-
t ia l donation. The Secretary •would be 
glad to have the names of any ladies of 
gentlemen who would like to help us in 
this much-to-be-desired way. 

If any friends would care to arrange a 
Drawing Room meeting the Society would 
be glad to send a special speaker. In any 
home or hal l we would be pleased to give 
a special exposition of some of our novel 
views of life in far-back areas. These pic-
tures, where screened, create intense in-
terest . To those who would like to or-
ganize a Sale of Work help would be 
given. Write the Society. 

At the appeal of the Bishop of Cipps-
land the Society has under taken to help 
the work up in the big Construction Camp 
situated at Yallouraii, near Mofwell, in his 
diocese. The great scheme for electrifica-
tion of the railways will have its base here 
ajuL the huge deposits of coal will be open-
%<jjup for supply. Already considerable 
^Ifraiice has been made in the formation of 
' the 'camp, and a large population will move 
into residence. The Church must be on the 
spot to meet them. We look forward to 
the Churchmen and Churchwomen of Vic-
toria to help the Society in respect of this 
new- responsibility. 
ni Dg$ember 31st, will mark the end of our 
fi^a^fial year. W e ask our friends and 
]aelp£frs to send in all amounts held or col-
lected on behalf of the Society. Holders 
^ . C o l l e c t i ng Cards and books will please 
bea>stlus in mind. Maybe tha t among the 
readers of this paper there are some 
fticrt£s_who ^voi^d^ike^to send in a^dc^a-
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In publishing the Nat ional Hymn on our 
first column we must acknowledge our in-
debtedness to a collection of hymns pub-
lished of recent date in New York, U.S.A. 
As Austral ians, we are not anxious to 
" Amer i can i se ' ' our readers or our work. 
In fact, in Austral ia at present there is 
too much imitat ion of things American, a t 
least in respect of vulgarit ies and vanit ies . 
The clean and heal thy things which t ha t 
land can give us we have not been so keen 
to adopt. Perhaps they will come. In 
fact, we see one drawing very near, and 
tha t the s turdy th ing called Prohibit ion. 
However, there are some hymns which we 
can welcome s t ra ight away; hence the 
publication of the four stanzas which we 
hope will please our readers. They fit 
into " r e a l A u s t r a l i a n " ideals. I n the 
afore-mentioned collection the hymn is set 
to simple yet s t i rr ing music. We shall be 
glad to send a copy to any interested 
reader. 

I t is not given to every one in these 
days of high prices to own a house of 
their own. They are scarce, and exceed-
ingly dear. But the Bush Church Aid 
Society will be glad to give to any of i ts 
friends a " B a r k H u t ' 5 for their use, and 
will make no charge for it. All our people 
should get one. They .are the *' real 
t h i n g ' ' both in appearance and in purpose, 
and. give reminder of the pioneers, who 
have done so much to make this land such 
a goodly land as it is. These " B a r k 
H u t s ' 7 won ' t house humans ; they will 
only hold coins. Anything from a penny 
to a half-crown can quickly fi id a home 
therein. Once every four rnontlpj E^e 
" H u t " may be opened . contents 
sent to our office. Now, at our meetings 
many people have asked for suc{ boxes so 
as to help the Society. W h o -vxould like 
to be the first to receive 6fJe| Write a1 
once to the office in S y d n e y 

The past quarter has rie<in chaiacterisfd 
by a considerable aceoswcraf^p oĵ r lif|t of 
members. This is m u c i ^ y be appreciate*!, 
for it ensures regular :a:iid sn'ostanria) help 
for our work. «« 

Have you a Collecting I BaokT^ftnl^-ny 
friends are assisting jjfrhie S-mictv my it&k-
ing one of our l i t t le 'books aw&d persuading 
their friends to give .theufcjl&e sufff of one 
penny. They offer no4@bjtectjion to J&$fc%&? 
or pounds, but g ladhv accept .-^niiies. 
There are fifty receipts in the book. When 
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tion or a subscription to the Society and 
thus enable us to extend our work for the 
New Year. Any amounts sent to our of-
fice will be thankfully acknowledged. 

. « THE REAL AUSTRALIAN. > > 

This issue marks the commencement of 
, another year of publication. To our sub-
j scribers, who now number over 1300^ we 

tender our thanks . Their pract ical help 
has not only enabled us to maintain our 
quarterly issues, but also has placed the 
journal on a sound footing. " T h e Real 
Australian/' like the Bush Church Aid 
Society, has come to s tay ; and we t rus t 
that its usefulness and its interest to our 

.readers will increase as the days pass by. 
We must not omit to express our gra t i tude 
to various contemporaries who, from time 
to time, have given appreciative notice to 
our issues. Their service in this respect 
has been valued. 

Last issue we invi ted our friends to help 
us by securing new subscribers. We are 
gratified at the response. Some accepted 
our suggestion t ha t they should place their 
friends in England upon our lists, and 
thus bring them into touch with our work 
and the remote areas where the B.C.A. 
goes. The result is t ha t already quite a 
large number of our copies go " Home-
ward. " The idea is not exhausted yet . 
We shall be glad if others will take i t up. 
Send to our office eighteenpence in stamps 
or postal-note, and we will forward the 
/jnarift-i-Ty, igHm»,-hT any address in any par t 
of the world. 

We still have some subscribers who a t 
one or other of our meetings handed in 
their names as those desirous of receiving 
regular copies, bu t who, up to the present, 
have overlooked the l i t t le mat te r of send-
ing in the subscription. We are sure tha t 
they will be glad to receive int imation of 
thê  fact. A red cross on the margin here-
of will betoken t h a t the subscription is 
due. We also venture to give similar re-
minder to such readers whose annual sub-
scription ran out with our last issue. 
Please post eighteenpence as the annual 
subscription to Organizing Secretary, Dio-
cesan Church House, George-street, Sydney. 

THE FRESH WATER SOAK I N THE 
OOLDEA SAND H I L L S . 

In our last issue we made reference to a 
visit paid to Ooldea by the Rev. N. Havi-
land, of the Tar West Mission, Willochra, 
S.A., and the Rev. S.-J. Kirkby, Organiz-
ing Secretary of the B.C.A.S We are glad 
to be able to supplement tha t reference 
with an illustration of tha t remarkable 
well, which has preserved an unfail ing 
supply of pure water for all lonely ex-
plorers for many years past. The well 
or soak, as i t is called, situated in a de-
pression midst a succession of sand hills, 
is really a phenomenon. Some experts be-
lieve that if i t s origin could be fully 
traced da ta might be obtained which 
would lead to a satisfactory solution of 
the water problem on the famed Nullar-
bor plains. Of recent date much atten-
tion has been given to the matter . Profes-
sors Edgeworth David and Griffith Taylor, 
of the Sydney Universi ty , have visited the 
spot, and m the ' ' Sydney Mai l ' ' interest-
ing articles have been^yr i t ten. To travel-
lers using the Trans- i t inenta l rai lway 
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line the " s o a k " will be remembered as 
the source of wa te r supply for the rai l 
engine as she proceeds on tha t s t ra ight 300 
miles stretch along the aforementioned 
plains. I n the accompanying block the 
l i t t le pump-house may be descried. We 
are indebted to Mr. A. Bolam, station-
master a t Ooldea, for permit t ing us to use 
his excellent photograph of the spot, as 
well as many other kindnesses shown by 
him and his wife to two clerical t ravellers. 

I n the article of last issue we also re-
ferred to Mr. W. H. Tietkins, F.R.G.S., 
now of Eastwood, whose associations as 
an explorer, wi th the " s o a k " go back to 
the early " s e v e n t i e s . " He has been kind 
enough to furnish us with some interest ing 
reminiscences. We believe t h a t all " R e a l 
Aust ra l ians ' • will be keen to read them. 
They afford a tine idea of life in the in-
terior, i ts pr ivat ions, i ts interests and 
its humour. 

torn up. The fact was th i s : The water-
bear ing roots of the Oak (Casuarina) are 
perhaps two inches in diameter, and seem 
to run along near the surface of the 
ground. They are easily torn up, broken 
across the knee into lengths of about a 
foot and up-ended into the mouth. A pleas 
ant " c o o l e r " is the result. If wanted for 
carriage the ends of the two feet lengths 
are stopped up with clay. I very soon 
had a good drink myself, using, if I re-
member aright , three or four of these 
short lengths. How many the boy had I 
do not know. I have often wondered how 
tha t boy identified tha t par t icular tree in 
the midst of a large clump of the same 
kind. Though it was a full 60 feet away 
from the t rack he showed not the sl ightest 
hesi tat ion. Personally, I could not per-
ceive any difference in appearance in this 
tree from tha t of the others around. Much 
refreshed we resumed our journey, and 

The " S o a k " in Ooldea Sand Hills, Nor th of Trans-Cont inenta l ra i lway line. 

OOLDEA AND I T S SURROUNDINGS. 
Ooldea was my headquarters when I was 

sinking for water 40 miles from tha t place. 
As far as I can remember it is s i tuated 
150 miles north of Fowler ' s Bay, which is 
on the coast of the Big Bight. At tha t 
t ime I enter tained hopes of opening up 
the country for pastoral purposes as far 
up as Musbrave Ranges. This could only 
be done by establishing wells of water in 
the intervening country. After nearly two 
y e a r s ' endeavour the only result was a 
supply of salt water , and the under tak ing 
had to be abandoned for want of fruther 
means. A few incidents which happened 
while I was so engaged are perhaps worth 
recording. 

Returning to Ooldea from the wells on 
a furiously hot day I had as a companion 
a black boy, about eight years old. This 
imp was perched upon an unusually tal l 
but docile camel. His seat was between 
the two empty casks in which I carried 
water for the well-sinkers. Our water-
bags had long since been dry and both of 
us were sadly in need of a drink, so much 
so tha t the boy was crying continually. 
About 3 o 'clock in the afternoon while we 
still had a long way to go, I heard a yell 
and a " Y a k k i . " Turning round I saw 
the boy make a frantic bound off his camel' 
and rush off into the scrub. I put my 
camel down and went over to the place 
where the boy was. There I found him 
seated on the ground thirs t i ly dr inking 
from the end of some roots which he h a d -

reached Ooldea about 8 p.m. 
One thing may be mentioned: the wa te r 

from these roots, while deliciously cool and 
refreshing, turns dark brown if put into a 
vessel and kept over night . 

The aboriginals, when t ravel l ing through 
this waterless region, will sometimes come 
to a tree with a cleft at a branch. This 
cleft may be near the ground or high 
enough to necessitate a short climb. The 
black will secure a s t raw of spinifex and 
so suck up a pint or more of water from 
the cavi ty in the t runk. A white man 
may find it difficult, even dangerous, to 
t ravel in summer in this country, but the 
blacks, men, women, and children, roam 
about in safety. These s t range people 
were not put there to suffer from want , 
but, like us, they have to work, i.e., to 
hunt for their living. Their ways are not 
our ways, but are adapted to their en-
vironment. 

A singular occurrence happened to me 
one Sunday at Ooldea. There were large 
numbers of wild blacks there at the time. 
Though it was unwise, I left the camp to 
go to a certain spot to look for my camels. 
I was quite unarmed. Suddenly three 
blacks appeared. Their only raiment was 
a set of formidable- spears, some paint , 
fa t and feathers. Without any weapon 
of defence I felt a l i t t le " o u t . of i t . " 
However, I went up to them, said a few 
words in the Ooldea dialect (which they 
did not unders tand) , and then motioned 
them towards my camp. I followed, for 

3 
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with, those spears I thought i t unwise to 
have them behind me. So I drove them 
to my camp, and then yielded to their 
persuasions t ha t I should give them some 
" B a c c a " — t h e only English word tha t 
they knew. May I say tha t though there 
were just two of us a t Ooldea (sometimes 
only one, when the other was car t ing 
water to the well-sinkers), and though we 
were frequently surrounded by blacks, 
only once was there occasion to use fire-
arms. 

In these localities different seasons yield 
different foods to the blacks. At one t ime 
Lowan ' s eggs are plentiful. The Lowan 
is the nat ive pheasant (leipoa ocellata) . I t 
makes its nest under the ground, the fer-
mentat ion of dead leaves yielding the heat 
required. The egg is about the size of 
tha t of a domestic turkey. Dozens of 
them were brought to me, and the only 
reward tha t I could give was a piece of 
tobacco. I t must be remembered tha t I 
was 150 miles from £^7 supplies, and so 
coul i -sox- afford to be generous. 

There were no postal facilities in those 
early days. To despatch or to secure let ters 
the services of a black boy had to be en-
listed who should be willing to go to dis-
t an t Fowler 's Bay. I would securely 
fasten a bundle of le t ters in a cleft stick 
and then hand them over to him. " Paper 
yabba Y a l l a t a " was the only direction 
which I could give to him, and then I 
would s ta r t him on his long journey. This 
novel postman, I might add, would not 
have a single rag to wear. Among the 
let ters would be one to the policeman at 
Fowle r ' s Bay, asking him to give the 
bearer a few d a y s ' rest, to feed him well, 
and then to reward him with a shirt. In 
about a fortnight he returned, having 
w^alked the 300 miles. I was busy writ-
ing at my table, and did not hear the 
slight t read of the savage. " P a p e r 
yabba! " I heard, and looking up saw him 
there wi th letters from England and Ade-
laide fixed in the cleft stick. The shirt 
was missing; he had given i t away. A 
half stick of tobacco and a bi t of bread 
was his only reward. This man undertook 
the same errand for me on subsequent oc-
casions, and came to be known as " m a i l -
man J i m m y . ' ' I t should be known tha t on 
this journey there wras but one water-hole, 
P id inga Bock Hole. 

The children of the blacks are taught 
very early to use the spear. Small 
weapons, not much th icker than a match 
and about two feet long are made for 
them, and with them they learn to spear 
the t iny lizards which run swiftly on the 
sand. As they get older they t r y for 
bigger game. In bush-craft they are un-
surpassed. Once, when in stony country 
about 100 miles north of Ooldea, I lost my 
compass from its socket in my belt . I 
did not miss i t unti l night . Nex t morn-
ing I sent a lad of about 15 back on the 
t racks to t ry and find it . Travell ing light, 
I had only two camels, and as cameljs have 
large fiat cushioned feet, they leave no 
mark on hard ground as a horse would To 
t race their " p a d s ' ' in such country 
seemed an impossibility. However, in the 
evening the lad duly returned with the 
compass. For a reward he asked nothing; 
but his mother, his uncles and his aunts 
and all their connections followed me all 
the way back to Ooldea, between 90 and 
100 miles. They consti tuted both a nuis-
ance anu a responsibility, since I had to 
keep them going with water . Li t t le 
enough had I when ŵ e reached our des-
t inat ion. 
•• ' • . . . 

Concerning Nullarbor Plains (over 400 
miles, E. and W.; 250 miles N. and S.), 
we are told tha t it is the floor of a Mio-
cene Sea. Sea-shells are found a few miles 
West of Ooldea, also in my wells I found 
them 50 feet below the surface. 

One cannot close these reminiscences 
without a word of appreciation of the 
Ooldea well or " s o a k . " For many years, 
probably 60, it has been known as an un-
failing source of supply. What has not 
this little sand-hill spring done towards 
the saving of life, and, incidentally, to-
wards the construction and maintenance 
of the great East-West Railway? 

—W. H. T I E T K I N S . 

A WORD TO RECTORS AND WARDENS. 

THE W O M E N ' S PART. 

For them no trumpet sounds the call, 
No poet plies his ar ts— 

They only hear the beat ing of 
Their gallant, loving hearts . 

But they have sung with silent lives 
The song all songs above— 

The holiness of sacrifice, 
The dignitv of love. 

Well have we held our f a the r s ' creed: 
No call has passed us by ; 

We faced and fought the wilderness, 
We sent our sons to die. 

And we have hear ts to do and dare, 
And yet o 'er all the rest, 

The hear ts t ha t made the nat ien were 
The women of the West. 

GEORGE ESSEX EVANS. 

The women outback are often called 
upon to show their courage and resource-
fulness in the face of ei ther flood or fire. 
Experiences tha t city folk would remem-
ber all their lives become commonplace and 
ordinarv to the " w o m e n of the W e s t . " 
Yet i t is good to place on record some of 
the deeds of our Western women. 

Becently, Mrs. Lane, of Murtee Stat ion, 
received w^ord tha t the young daughter of 
Mrs. Richards of Mt. Murchison Stat ion 
had been accidentally drowned in the Dar-
ling Biver. She immediately set out wi th 
her husband and baby to reach her friend 
about 18 or 20 miles awav. Most of the 
country was under water—all the creeks 
were running, and the black soil flats were 
so boggy as to be almost impassable. I n 
one creek the buggy was bogged and the 
water was running over the floor of the 
vehicle. But even this difficulty did no t 
prevent Mr. and Mrs. Lane from proceed-
ing on their errand of sympathy and help. 
When it was seen tha t the buggy could go 
no further, the horses were unharnessed, 
and although a woman had never r idden 
them before, Mrs. Lane mounted one and 
her husband the other, and so, r iding bare-
back, the journey was continued. 

In one place the mud became so fearful 
t ha t they were forced to dismount and 
fight their way across about two miles of 
mud, which was so deep tha t Mr. Lane had 
to hold the child above his head. People 
wiio have never seen the black soil of 
the great outback can have no idea of the 
difficulties t ha t face the traveller crossing 
boggy ground. At length Mt. Murchison 
was reached, and Mrs. Lane did all in 
her power to help her neighbour bear her 
trouble. Mrs. Lane is a member of the 
Women's Guild, in the parish of Wilcan-
nia, and it is to women of this type all 
over the " N e v e r N e v e r " country tha t the 
B.C.A. is s tr iving to minister. 

We wish to give ample notice. The 
first Sunday in February next will be the 
Day of an Appeal. The historic signific- , 
ance of tha t Sunday, the Anniversary of 
the F i rs t Christ ian Service in Australia , 
makes i t fitting t ha t the work of the 
B.C.A. Society, the only Anglican Home 
Mission Society tha t takes in the whole 
continent, should be remembered by the 
gifts of all churchpeople. We intend to 
ask Rectors and Wardens throughout the 
land to help us, either by giving an offer-
tory or offertories to our Society on tha t 
day, or by taking up a Re t i r ing Collection. 
In February, 1921, a grea t number of 
churches joined in such a plan—in many 
the Ret ir ing Collection exceeded in amount 
the ordinary giving without diminishing 
the average of the la t ter . The people had 
a mind to give. The truly spir i tual and 
real Austral ian work of the B.C.A. appeals 
and they are glad to help. We want 
Rectors and Wardens to give them the 
opportunity again. The Church knows 
more about the B.C.A. now, and church-
people will be willing to give in greater 
measure. 

Also shall we make appeal to Sunday 
School Superintendents. Children can 
further our work by t ak ing our novel coin 
gift card. I t in teres ts them. I t helps us. 
Las t B.C.A. Sunday hundreds of these 
cards went into circulation into as many 
homes, each bear ing i t s l i t t le message and 
calling for prayer and gift. The result 
was beyond our expectations. Before the 
end of this year we shall wri te the Sun-
day Schools, asking for an int imation of 
their requirements in respect of number 
of cards. An early response will help us. 

T H E GOSPEL I N A WOOLSHED. 

Whew! What heat! What a whirr ing 
of machinery! What speeding up! What 
language! What wronderful manhood! All 
in a Western woolshed in the year of our 
Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
one. 

The wri ter is one of a team of fifteen, 
a small t ravel l ing crowd moving from shed 
to shed under a shearing contractor, him-
self a " g u n " shearer (one of the cracks 
in the good old " b l a d e " days—279 sheep 
in one day is his record), and every shear-
,er in his team to-day is after his and 
each o ther ' s record; besides which, the_ 
shearer is paid by results. 

I t is the last " r u n " of the day, every-I 
one is out to put up a final spurt, for per-
haps one man who has been lying among 
the *' also r a n s ' ' during the day may now 
be making a break-away to " w h e e l " the 
crowd and so top the tal ly for the day. S 
the machines whirr and squeak, the " e x 
p e r t , " keen-eyed, ever on the alert for a 
hitch in the running gear, the shearers 
s tamp on and swear at poor scared and 
bloodily-scarred sheep, who wri the in 
fright, the " p i c k e r - u p , " the " p e n n e r - u p , " 
the '' wool-rollers ' ' and the ' ' p resser , ' ' all 
are out a t top speed to keep pace with 
the men at the machines. 

Ah! the whistle! Smoke-o! With in a 
few minutes there is a steady and hungry 
stream down to the huts for the big meal 
of the day. Scarcely a word is spoken, but 
after a while the camp-fire circle is com-
plete. Yet, instead of the usual yarns 
there is a queer silence, for it has leaked 
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out that the new rouseabout is a '* 'si lver-
tail,' ' someone even surmised " a p a r s o n . " 
As one of them said, " H e ' s killed the 
team stone d e a d . " 

Bed—and pandemonium! " T h e new 
rouseabout 's saying his prayers, 

come'n have a l ook . " A boot—prayers 
cut short—a scuffle—success. •• He I S a 
parson! " A manly apology, and the rouse-
about has earned his place in the team. 
Laus Deo and sleep! 

The following night all shyness and stiff-
ness had vanished, and the campfire yarns 
were good to hear, at least some of them 
were. One heard the name of Parson 
Boyce spoken of with real affection by two 
of the old hands. " Y e s , and do you re-
member the time when Parson Oakes came 
out to see us and got stuck in the river 
with the water over the axles and his pony 
wouldn't pull him out? Why, the parson 
he just dropped over the back of the sulky 
and with the water up to his armpits, he 
shoved both pony and sulky out on the 
other side! f? 

Yes, there are great men, white men, out 
at these sheds right throughout the West, 
Northwest and Queensland—all the year 
round the work goes on; and the Church 
is not there in her strength. 

Each night we had informal debates on 
subjects chosen by the men themselves— 
1' gee-gees, ' ' wealth, women, wine, econom-
ics, rjolitics, and last, but by no means 
least in interest and keenness, religion. 
The subject that used to keep us out of 
bed la ter than any other was religion. The 
men were keen to know of Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified, though they were far 
too large-hearted to stand three minutes 
of seel a danism. 

With the team was an A.W.U. represen-
tative and organiser, to see tha t the men 
got a fair deal, and to advance the cause 
of the A.W.U. He was there to a t tend 
to their wants of to-day: but never a sign 
of a parson, no big *' w h i t e m a n ' ' of God. 
So far as the Church is concerned, the ap-
preciative t a lk of the men wa,s of the 
days long gone by. " T h e 'o ld- t ime ' par-
son did come and look us up. *' 

The A.W.U. rinds specialists for this 
work, picked men, pays them £6 per week 
and 30/- sulky allowance. The Church has 
no men of any kind set apart for this 
work of so great and wonderful oppor-
tunities. 

NowT, the question is, will the Church 
seek out her shearers ' specialists, stick 
them into a Ford car with equipment— 
prayer and hymn-book, organ, gramophone, 
lantern outfit, with papers and periodicals 
for wet days, and boxing gloves, and turn 
them loose by two and two—one a vocal-
ist to set the choruses going (there are 
fine voices among the shearers, and they 
just love the old hymns), the other a 
prophet, and BOTH keen individual work-
ers, men able to bring the men up against 
the Christ as either the Corner-stone of 
life, or as the Crushing-stone. 

Abundant hospitality is await ing such 
men, provided by the shearers themselves, 
while the sympathy of the station owners 
can be relied upon. 

L.H. 

THE CHURCH I N A CONSTRUCTION 
CAMP. 

Eight miles away from the little town-
ship of Gunbower, i n North-west Victoria, 
securely tucked a w W in the hear t of 
virgin forest, -- g e t - a ^ b l e ' ' only by rough 

unmade bush t racks, is to be found the 
Torumbarry Construction Camp. Here a 
large body of men with their wives and 
families live, move, and have their being. 
The place has been laid out as a town-
ship, and all tha t can be done for the 
welfare of the dwellers has been done in 
this regular " c a n v a s town. , f Married 
men live with their families in the married 
lines, the single men either in huts or in 
barracks in the bachelors ' lines. At the 
far end are the staff quarters , with thei r 
offices, also barracks for leading hands, 
etc. 

A day ' s work will describe the life here 
in the most interest ing way. In the very 
early hours of the morning, a soli tary 
figure of a man may be seen moving to-
wards the many engines used on the works. 
He is known to all as -' Fa i thfu l B i l l . ' ' 
Never has he failed to have s team up in 
the engines by 7.30 a.m., which is "the 
•• whistle-blow.; ' Prompt to the minute 
the shrill note splits the morning silence, 
and at once the men begin. The whole 
place hums and throbs with act ivi ty . I n 
one direction the many scoop teams renew 
their daily task of gouging out the new 
bed for tha t mighty stream, the River 
Murray ; in another direction a huge steel 
and wood structure becomes the centre of 
an ant-like industry. I t is the cement-mix-
er. From it vast quanti t ies of cement are 
taken by a " f ly ing f o x " and dumped into 
the - • c u t ' ' a t whatever place i t is neces-
sary. Slowly but surely the great lock, 
by which the waters of the river will be 
controlled, is being constructed, and man 
will gain another victory over Nature . So 
the work goes on with but a spell for din-
ner, unt i l a quar ter past five in the even-
ing. Then the place suddenly t ransforms: 
the busy hum and ra t t le gives way to tha t 
peaceful quiet known only in the bush. 
After tea- men foregather round the var-
ious camp-fires, or read in the spacious 
hall provided for them by the Govern-
ment. I t is grat ifying to note tha t all 
the l i terature tha t they get, apar t from 
the usual dailies and weekly illustratecis, 
comes through the B.C.A. May I take the 
opportunity of thanking the donors, and 
also asking tha t they cult ivate the habi t 
of sending along good heal thy reading 
matter . Every th ing is ravenously devour-
ed and goes the round of the entire camp. 
Thus hours of leisure are turned from 
times of monotony into heal thy recreation. 

Church services are regularly held in 
the hall, and persistent visi tat ions carried 
out among the adults. We s tand alone in 
respect of this work, though it should be 
should be mentioned tha t the Roman 
Church has a service once a month. Work 
among the " n a v v i e s " is by no means 
easy, and has i ts many disappointments. 
I t also has i ts encouragements. The op-
portuni ty with the young people and chil-
dern is valuable. Religious instruction is 
regularly given in the school, and soon we 
hope to open a Sunday School. At pres-
ent we are handicapped by lack of a suit-
able teacher. 

The witness of the Gospel in these big 
camps is a ministry of utmost importance. 
I t saves from paganization. I t reveals the 
alertness of the Church and demonstrates 
tha t she is bent upon the work which her 
Master Himself commenced—the seeking 
and saving of t ha t which was lost. The 
positions are strategic, since the workmen 
in the camps a t the completion of the task 
will pass on to other fields and mingle with 
other men. We want them to go with the 

Word of Truth and with good-will to the 
Church. Only by our proving to them tha t 
we are in earnest about their spir i tual 
welfare can we hope to win them to the 
allegiance of Christ our Master. Thus the 
prayers of all people are asked. Without 
God we can do nothing; with Him all 
things are possible. 

F . St. J .L. 

THE WEST DARLING MISSION. 

Travel Notes by Rev. r . W. Harvey. 

Last week I journeyed to Ivanhoe, 120 
miles away, with the telegraph line re-
pairer. We travelled in a Ford car with 
full camping kit . Leaving Wilcannia on 
Tuesday morning, we were on the t rack 
all day calling at several dwellings en-
route. At these places I left l i tera ture 
and spent a few moments with these lonely 
ones who dwell so far outback. At Mt. 
Manaro station we were shown a great 
number of aboriginal drawings on the 
rocks. These are very crude, yet distinct-
ly interest ing, for they remind us of the 
time when this country was thickly pop-
ulated by blacks. We have t aken their 
country, but have done very li t t le to de-
velope i t or make i t carry more people. 
A few miles past Manaro, camp was 
pitched for the night. My companion, Mr. 
Pope, the linesman, is one of the most 
interest ing of men, well versed in the lore 
of the bush. Indeed I have met very few 
men who are so well acquainted with the 
habi ts of the birds and other wild life of 
the bush. Si t t ing by our camp fire we 
yarned well into the night , telling of ex-
periences passed through by " flood and 
field.'' I awakened in the morning to hear 
the songs of many bush birds. One often 
wonders why it is the Austral ian bush 
has been called " t h e silent b u s h . " Here 
on this Ivanhoe t rack the birds were chor-
using their morning hymn and the mel-
odious warble of the magpie blended with 
t ha t of the silvery tones of the bell-bird, 
and the rich note of the butcherbird. My 
fellow traveller was clever in the a r t of 
calling birds, and before long he had at-
t racted quite a number of bellbirds, who 
hopped t imidly about in the trees near by 
eyeing us the while. After breakfas t we 
struck camp and journeyed on to Ivan-
hoe. This li t t le village had not had an 
Anglican service since last October, and 
the people appeared to be very glad to see 
me. I visited the Public School, and was 
made very welcome by the teacher, Mr. 
Morton, who readily granted me permis-
sion to speak to the children. 

In the evening we had a l i t t le service 
in a room borrowed for the occasion. I 
th ink I enjoy preaching to people who are 
not Gospel hardened, for there is always 
an eagerness in thei r eyes as you face 
them tha t shows they are glad to meet 
together to worship God, and to hear the 
" o l d , old s t o r y " of the Love t ha t passes 
all human unders tanding. I was disap-
pointed in not being able to gather any 
communicants here, so we had no celebra-
tion of the Holy Communion. 

On Thursday morning we faced the 
homeward t rack, and coming to several 
rabbi t warrens, good practice was made 
with a rifle, and a good bag of rabbi ts 
secured. Seven of these, fal l ing*to my 
share, they made a welcome addition to 
our menu at the Hostel on my return home. 
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We camped out again on Thursday night , 
and as i t was cold we made a huge fire 
before lying down to sleep. 

F r iday morning brought us to the final 
stage of the t r ip, and having all day to 
t ravel 70 miles, we did not hurry, but en-
gaged in some eagle shooting. These birds, 
so majestic in flight, unfortunately work 
havoc among lambs. Mr. Pope was suc-
cessful in h i t t ing three, one of them get-
t ing away with the bullet as a souvenir. 
Reaching Wilcannia in the evening I was 
glad to get home again and intend stay-
ing in the township for a couple of weeks. 
During the past two weeks I have trav-
elled just on 630 miles and so feel justi-
fied in having a spell from the t rack. 

THE GRACE OF GIVING. 

' 'Open thy mouth wide and I will fill 
i t " is a dist inct promise in the Word. We 
believe it is t ruest fai th in God and finest 
allegiance in Him to act upon it. For tha t 
reason we regularly insert in ' { T h e Real 
A u s t r a l i a n , " a brief list of our needs The 
following will interest our readers: 

Lantern Equipment.—This represents an 
ever-present want . The opportunities of 
making good use of " s t i l l " pictures in 
the " b a c k b l o c k s " are many. We want 
to place an equipment in each of our 
stations—£7/10 is the purchase price of 
such. If you h a v e n ' t an outfit at home 
you may like to send along a cheque. 

Lantern Slides.—Will our readers help 
us in this work? Sets of Scriptural slides 
are desired, also those dealing with stories 
for children. Temperance, historic, and 
t ravel subjects are full of interest , and 
don ' t forget a little clean humour. Per-
haps some friends will lend us a set or 
two. 

Yet must we also give thanks for gifts 
received. For another Scripture picture 
roll (Miss N. Foulcher, Ryde) , large par-
cels of prize books (Miss Fockiington, 
H u n t e r ' s Hill) and Miss M. Turnbuil , 
(Lindfield) boxes of l i tera ture (Mrs. 
Short, Leichhardt, and Miss King, 
Bowral) we are par t icular ly grateful 
Other useful gifts also came to hand, so 
tha t (to use a Scripture phrase) , " o u r 
garners are full and plenteous wi th all 
manner of s to re . ' ' 

INTERCESSION. 

(Adapted from Bishop Lancelot Andrews.) , 

We beseech Thee, 
remember all, Lord, for good; 

have p i ty upon all, O Sovereign Lord, 
be reconciled with us all. / 

Give peace to the multi tudes of Thy 
people; 

scat ter offences; abolish wars ; 
stop the uprising of heresies. 

Thy peace and Love 
vouchsafe to us, O God, our Saviour, 

Who ar t the confidence of all the ends of 
the earth. 

Remember Thy holy Church, 
from one end of the earth to the other 

especially in this land in which Thou has t 
set us ; 

Give* her Thy peace and Thy power , 
to bear witness 

and to glorify Thy holy name. 

Remember those who bear fruit, and act 
nobly in Thy holy Churches, 

and who remember the poor and needy; 
reward them with Thy rich and heavenly 

gifts, 
and vouchsafe to them an inheritance in-

corruptible 
undefiled and tha t fadeth not away. 

Moreover, Lord, remember graciously our 
holy fathers , 

the honourable presbytery, and all clergy, 
and those who in distant places and in 

lonely posts 
r ight ly divide the word of t ru th 

and walk upright ly according thereto. 

And remember, Lord, the dwellers in this 
great land of Aus t ra l ia ; 

pi ty them and us 
according to the mult i tude of Thy mercies. 
To 'waver ing fathers , to wearied mothers, 

to tempted youth. 
Be Thou Saviour and Keeper 

Save them from the sins which so easily 
beset them, 

Set them free from habi ts which hur t and 
destroy, 

Establ ish them in Thy holy fa i th 
And grant them with us to enter Thy 

everlasting kingdom 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We invi te our readers to use the fore-
going intercession, especially to remember 
the work and workers of the Bush Church 
Aid Society as they pray. 

BOGS AND BILLABONGS. 

By Rev. R. Hawkins, Th.L., Cobar. 

(Concluded.) 

The next problem was, where was the 
t rack. Signs showed and were followed, 
but finally were lost. All one could see 
was horizon—but no t rack! By this time 
the excitement of being lost was losing 
its novelty. After zig-zagging about for 
about an hour, something tha t a bushman 
only would call a t rack was picked up. 
Was it the r ight t rack? Well the conclu-
sion was tha t it must lead somewhere. By 
this t ime, darkness was creeping on. Here 
was a strange man in a s trange country. 
I knew tha t when night came on the jour-
ney would be hopeless, hence the urgency 
to follow the first t rack tha t opened up. 
A short journey revealed a landmark tha t 
gave assurance tha t the r ight direction 
had been t aken ; but fa te determined tha t 
I must become bogged. A tempting piece 
of road proved to be a quagmire. In to it 
the optimistic rider went, only to find, too 
late, tha t he was fast. 

The fast set t ing of the sun called to 
one 's mind tha t grand old hymn, *i The sun 
is sinking f a s t . " I don ' t th ink the sun 
had the monopoly of sinking. The par-
son 's hopes of an evening meal and a soft 
bed for the night were sinking out of sight 
quicker than the sun over the horizon. 

The next important landmark was the 
crossing of a billabong. The possible dif-
ficulty kept on arising in one 's mind—will 
the " b o n g " have water in i t? One was 
haunted with the thought. The journey 
was being continued very well until an-

other claypan was reached. By this time 
the night was too dark for safe travelling. 

The claypan deprived me of the track, 
but with a lamp and a little searching, one 
found one 's bearings. The t rack took me 
to this billabong. For tunate ly there was 
no water in i t , but there was no track 
out of it. I might say tha t the t rack in 
places for long distances was nothing more 
than an old faded cart t rack. After look-
ing for a way out for about half an hour, 
road-hunting was given up. I realised the 
inevitable. The fact of a few biscuits and 
blankets provided some consolation, so I 
settled down for the night. A fire was 
lighted and a billy full of wa te r was col-
lected in a claypan. One realised the old 
saying tha t " i t is not all gold tha t glit-
t e r s , " neither is any liquid tea because i t 
looks like it. Being thi rs ty and tired, I 
did not worry about the water being yel-
low and muddy. Whilst s i t t ing at the 
fire one suddenly heard horse-bells. That 
meant tha t they were working horses, and 
a homestead not far d is tan t ; but even a 
thorough search in the thick darkness fail-
ed to locate either the horses or the home-
stead. Camp in the open was not made 
more pleasant by the heavy dew tha t fell. 
In the light of the early morning, the t rack 
was discerned, and a two-mile journey 
brought me to the station. Oh, the irony 
of i t! Lost on the plains, a perishing 
night in the cold, and all the time so near 
to comfort! 

So the tale of the journey goes on. Some-
times the reception given by stat ion 
hands was not royally cordial. At one 
place the a t t i tude of some was tha t of 
cynical criticism. The visitor was loo ted 
upon as a joke. Discussion ranged round 
the apparently allied subjects of sheep, 
dogs, parsons, noxious weeds and hawks. 
The si tuation had to be faced and debate 
vigorously carried on. After a while some 
subjects outside the foregoing were taken 
up and the things of the Kingdom re-
membered. Li tera ture was left in con-
fident hope tha t i ts ministry would not be 
ineffectual, and the t rack to the next sta-
tion sought. The rest of the i t inerat ion 
is a story of in te rmi t ten t rain, heavy bogs 
(in one place I had to make the road to 
get out, and travellers tell rne t ha t they 
still use my cu t ) , generous if rough and 
ready hospital i ty , the doubtful comfort of 
a bed buil t of chaff sacks and a final run 
of fifty miles r ight back to Cobar. 

On paper the foregoing may appear to 
the reader as an interest ing tour ; but i t 
was more. Baptisms were celebrated, ser-
vices were held, and where the lat ter were 
impossible, individual ta lks calculated to 
lead men 's thoughts God-ward, the distri-
bution of clean fiction easily opened up 
the way for good religious l i terature. An 
appeti te for such l i terature has to be cul-
t ivated out West. I n mat ters spiritual, the 
Church has to fight. In some the life in 
Christ struggles for existence, in others— 
well, we must pray for the ministry of the 
quickening Spirit . Thank God for those 
who stand clear and true for the things 
of God! 

Child life, in some respect, is a tragedy, 
and if the journey of witness and instruc-
tion was of any value to the l i t t le ones, 
i t certainly has not been in vain. 

D. S. Ford. Pr in ters , 729 George Street, 
Sydney. 


